
      I received a message today, by email, 
from Community Living Ontario and its 
message marks this as a day to remem-
ber.  The email said quite simply ñI just re-
ceived a message from the Ministerôs Office 
that the last residents of Huronia moved out 
yesterday (March 29th).  With the last person 
having left Rideau last week, the institutions 
in Ontario are now empty.  Great work on 
the part of everyone who has worked so hard 
over the past decades to bring about this  
historic day.  This will truly be a week for 
celebration.ò 
 

     We here in Elmira have played a  

significant role in this social policy  
phenomenon.  Over those decades we have 
welcomed countless people who live in the 
19 Institutions scattered about ,Ontario to 
a new home here in Elmira.  Recently ,over 
the past 3 years, we have welcomed 8  
people and their families to Elmira.  It is a 
significant accomplishment and although 
it wonôt get a mention in the news of the 
world, it should.  Take a moment to reflect 
on the contributions you have made to 
bring this day about and then roll your 
sleeves up, there is even more work ahead. 

Submitted by Greg Bechard 
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A Day to Remember é  

Two years ago our Association undertook a 
 strategic planning exercise.  In that plan it was 
identified that the Board and Staff of the  
Association develop creative housing concepts 
for families and individuals requesting non-
traditional housing supports.  Over the past year 
we have crafted a concept of housing utilizing a 
variety of supports.  We recently submitted to 
Waterloo Housing of the Waterloo Region a 
proposal for their assistance in the construction 
of a 4 unit apartment building in Elmira.  We 
met with a review committee of Planning,  
Housing and Community Services to discuss the 
project.  I am pleased to announce that the  
project has been prioritized for funding  
assistance. It will go to Regional Council in early 
May for official approval.  If this happens we 
will be eligible for substantial assistance with the 
construction cost of the apartment complex. 

The project concept is to provide housing 
to four individuals using a variety of  
support options including: live in students 
in exchange for accommodation, scholar-
ships and summer jobs, paid supports and 
family and community activities to provide 
24/7 support.  It will provide all the  
supports of a group home but in an  
independent living model.  We are  
currently conducting a property search and 
firming up a host of details.  Our preferred 
timing on construction, if all the pieces fall 
in place, would be the fall of 2009 or late 
winter of 2010 with a September of 2010 
opening.  There are many things that need 
to happen before an idea becomes a reality 
but partnering with Waterloo Housing is 
key in  moving forward with this 
 concept.  We will keep you posted over the 
upcoming months.  

Apartment ComplexðOne Step Closer 



The Maple Syrup 
Festivalôs theme 
has always been 
óCome Taste the 
Traditionô.  And 
after 45 years, the 
tradition  
continues! 
 

The day was cold 
and windy, but 
that did not deter 
thousands of   

people from coming to 
the Worldôs Largest  
Maple Syrup Festival. 
 

People ate their way up 
and down the mall and 
over 11,000 pancakes 
were served at the  
pancake tent. 
 

The Craft and Toy show 
saw lots of action as  

people made their way 
indoors to warm up and 
spend their money. 
 

The Committee thanks 
all the volunteers and all 
who came out to  
support the festival! 
 

Submitted by Cheryl Heimpel 
Maple Syrup Festival 

Vice-Chairperson 

Snow Not Required!! 

the horses 
would have 
been willing, 
was a huge  
deterrent to 
our group. So 
we crossed our 
fingers for the weather 
Gods to shine on us and 
we were able to go on Feb 

25th. Again we were blessed 
with a sunny, clear, crisp 
winter day, however because 
there was so little snow we 
had a hay ride instead. We 
toured the back roads of  
Waterloo/Conestoga seeing 
the sights, singing songs and 
learning about the area. 
Once back at the farm, we 
were able to meet and feed 
some of the horses. All of 
the beautiful, strong  
creatures were happy for our 
affections. In fact, Penny 
thought Sharron's coat was 
pretty tasty as she reached 

over the paddock to have a 
munch. Laughter quickly 
followed as we encouraged 
Penny to let go. Our outing 
was topped off by a group 
coffee break at a local cof-
fee shop. We had a great 
day and look forward to 
next years adventure at 
Conestoga Horseback  
Adventures. 
 

Submitted by Louise Ellis 

For a second year in a row, 
the Seniors along with 
friends from ARC, have 
gone over to Conestoga 
Horseback Adventures for 
a winter sleigh ride. Last 
year we had a cool, clear, 
sunny crisp winter day- 
with lots of snow!! It was 
great fun. Of course the 
weather is never a factor 
for the horses that can go 

in all kinds of elements. 
This year, we had  
originally planned to go 

on Feb. 11th. However the 
rain, despite the fact that 
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The Patchwork 

ñWe toured the back 

roads of Waterloo/

Conestoga seeing the 

sights, singing songs 

and learning about the 

areaò 

Hay Ride�³Conestoga 

Horseback Adventures 


